Accelerated GPS Precalculus Course Expectations



  
 ”Reaching Excellence and Climbing Higher”

Ms. Poss

Text:  You have an awesome textbook this semester.  Precalculus with Trigonometry by Paul Foerster is published by Key Curriculum Press.  This book is relatively new and cost about $90, so please cover it and take care of it.  You will be charged for any damage to this book.  This semester, we will study units on Matrices, Statistics, Conic Sections and Trigonometry (The Basics, Graphs and Beginning Identities).  We will be using other supplementary material as needed.   Assignments will be listed on http://lhsaccelprecal2016.weebly.com/
Homework:  Homework should be done by all students every day, and it should be done neatly and completely.  Since valuable problems will be assigned for homework that could never be used on a timed test, random homework checks will be conducted to insure that problems are being worked.  I may ask you to email me homework problems from time to time so that I might grade them, but usually homework will just be checked for completeness.  Retroactive homework checks are common.  You should be prepared for either option.  Homework is a major key to success in this class.  Assignments will be posted on my blog and/or handed out in class.  
Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given periodically to determine a student's progress.  They will vary in length and may or may not be announced.

Tasks:  At least once during each unit, we will have task (lab) in which you will collect and analyze data, or use problem-solving skills.  Usually this will involve cooperative learning and you should be prepared to present your task to the rest of the class. 

Reading and Writing Assessments: All students are expected to demonstrate critical thinking skills in reading comprehension and written expression.  Therefore, you will be asked to write in complete sentences for assignments in this class.  

Tests:  We will have approximately 6 major tests with questions of varying difficulty. Since students will demonstrate proficiency in the critical thinking skills of decision-making, information processing, reasoning, and analysis at or above course standards, you will see theoretical questions and questions that may not have been discussed in class.  This productive struggle is part of the problem solving philosophy.  
One-Minute Questions:  Each day as you come into class, you are to pick up a slip of paper.  Upon hearing the bell, I will turn on the overhead projector and there will be a question on it.  You are to write the correct answer on your slip of paper and hand it to me.  If you get the correct answer in the first minute, you will receive 2 points.  If you get the correct answer in the second minute, you will receive 1 point.  At the end of the semester, these points will be totaled for a major test grade.  Point values are doubled on Friday.  

Make-Up Work: All work is expected on time.  Homework and any assignment that is assigned over a week in advance will NOT be accepted late.  For all other absence situations, you are responsible for finding out what work you missed and completing that work within 5 days.  Make-up times are posted in the front of the room.
Technology:  A graphing calculator that does not do symbolic manipulation will be necessary for success in this class.  For the most part, I will be using a TI-84CE+ and/or a TI-Nspire in class.  
Academic Integrity, Etc.: Students should be courteous, polite, and honest at all times.  Cheating is defined to be but is not limited to:  A) obtaining answers to test or quiz questions from others, books, notes (including those stored in a calculator) or any other source but your own wonderful analytical mind, B) copying answers to homework questions from the book or from another student, C) using a cell phone or a calculator program on a test or quiz.  Any student caught cheating will receive a 0 on the activity.   Remember that the objective of all activities in this class is to help you learn mathematics.  Therefore working together on homework and group activities is not considered cheating as long as all persons gain understanding of the topics.

Other Rules:  All other rules in the Lassiter Student Handbook will be followed.

Detentions:  Detentions will be given for excessive tardiness, talking, or any other conduct unacceptable in an upper level math class.  Detentions are 30 minutes long and are held concurrently with make-ups.

Grading:  All students will be graded as follows:        


Homework      

   
  5  %

               
Quizzes and Tasks       
   
 30 %

               
Tests         

   
   
 50 %

               
Final Exam    

   

 15  %
Pinnacle:  You and your parents/guardians need to sign up for Synergy so you can know your grade more often and more accurately.  We all want you to be successful, and careful monitoring of grades may aid us all in this endeavor.

Extra Help:  Accelerated Precalculus is a fast-paced class, and sometimes you may need extra help.  I am available for help both before and after school, except for Monday afternoons, mornings before tests, and other times as announced.  I would like to know in advance if you are going to need help so I can arrange to be in my room. Feel free to come in with questions if you need help at other times and I am there, though.  I strongly encourage you to get extra help if you have ANY problems or questions.  Don't ever get behind!  My school e-mail is deborah.poss@cobbk12.org . My Webpage is linked from the school website, but it is still called Accelerated Math III.
Standards for Mathematical Practice:  This class with be taught expecting that all students are becoming mathematically proficient and therefore will 1)  make sense of problems and persevere in solving them, 2) reason abstractly and quantitatively, 3) construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others, 4) model with mathematics, 5) use appropriate tools strategically, 6) attend to precision in communication and calculation, 7) look for and make use of structure and 8) look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
